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Miss L Barr  
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
This week we are thinking about the first 
week of advent, particularly focusing on 
Hope.  

We have thought about how Jesus 
brought hope to the helpless and the 
hopeless, and that he is the light of the 
world. The children reflected on how 
those living in darkness are comforted by 
His light.  

The children have thought about how 
they can be a light to those who suffer by 
helping others and showing our school 
value of compassion.  
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Sat 30th - St Matthew’s Church Christ-

mas Fair & Yiewsley Baptist Church 

Christmas Market  

 

 

 

Mon 2nd - Last week for after-school 

clubs; Secret Santa for Years 1, 2, 4 & 6; 

Non-uniform day for 5MC  

Tuesday 3rd - Secret Santa for Nursery, 

Reception & Year 5; soft starts & soft fin-

ishes 

Weds 4th - Secret Santa for Year 3 & 

catch up session; Year 4 visit to St Paul’s 

Thurs 5th - 5pm Pavilions Carol Con-

cert 

Fri 6th - 9am 5JM class worship for 

parents; Christingle at Westminster Ab-

bey for 30 invited pupils; 2pm Open af-

ternoon for potential Reception parents 

Mon 9th - Invited pupils singing at Dray-

ton Care Home 

Tues 10th - Election theme day in 

school; Crib services in St Matthew’s 

Church for Nursery parents at 9.00 & 

2.30pm 

Weds 11th - 9am Parents Utd meeting 

Thurs 12th - 2.15pm KS2 Christmas 

performance in St Matthew’s Church 

Fri 13th - 10am KS1 Christmas perfor-

mance in St Matthew’s Church; Nursery 

& Reception Nativity in KS2 hall; Christ-

mas Jumper Day 

Please note that the diary dates are 

for information only. Letters may not 

yet have been sent home. 



GENERAL SCHOOL NOTICES 

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITON 
Is your child a keen artist? We are looking 
for designs for our Christmas card competi-
tion. The winning designs will be chosen to 
go on this year’s Christmas cards that will 
be given to volunteers, governors and oth-
er members of the school community. 
Three winning designs will be chosen over-
all. Entries should be presented on white 
A5 size paper (half of A4) and should reflect 
the Christian ethos of the school. All en-
tries to the school office, labelled with 
name and class, by Friday 6th December 
please. 

SOFT STARTS AND SOFT FINISHES 
On Tuesday 3rd December, all parents are 
invited to drop into their child’s /children’s 
classes to look at displays, chat to the staff 
and maybe join in with a fun activity or 
two! 
Reception to Year 6 parents: 

 Drop in between either 8.30-9.00am 

or between 2.45-3.15pm 

Morning Nursery parents: 

 Drop in between 8.20-8.50am or be-

tween 10.50-11.20am  

Afternoon Nursery parents 

 Drop in between 12.15-12.45pm or 

between 2.45-3.15pm  

READY TO READ! 

Getting children to read at home can be 
tricky sometimes. If you are struggling to 
get your little ones off the computer and 
into their reading book, why not try a re-
ward chart or stickers for great reading? Re-
member that you can motivate a love of 
reading by providing lots of new books to 
read, as well as old favourites.  

Why not visit the local library to borrow 
books for free, or pop into a charity shop 
and see what’s on offer? Don’t forget that 
you can borrow books from our class librar-
ies too! 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES 

Thursday 12th December at 

2.15pm:  

Years 3 –6 in St Matthew’s 

Church 

 

Friday 13th December  at 

9.15am:  

Nursery a.m. & RTD in KS2 hall 

 

Friday 13th December at 10am:  

Years 1 & 2 in St Matthew’s 

Church 

 

Friday 13th December  at  

2.30pm:  

Nursery p.m. & RPB in KS2 hall 

 



 
 
Each week we will share with you things happening in school to help us fulfil our vision, 
based on Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
 
STEM Day – Year 5 and 6 
Our curriculum helps our children to develop into resourceful, resilient problem-solvers who 
are independent and inquisitive.   
Following on from the success of last week’s Year 3 events, Years 5 and 6 enjoyed their chance to 
develop their engineering and design skills through building structures out of newspaper! The fin-
ished products look fab!  
 

Year 4 Lego Coding  
Our inclusive, stimulating curriculum, underpinned by our Christian ethos and values, nur-
tures an intrinsic love of learning.   
Lots of classes across the school have now had their day of Lego Coding for this term. The chil-
dren love to work together to build Lego structures and make them move using coding sequenc-
es built on iPads. What a great opportunity to develop their Computing and teamwork skills! 

 
Ofsted Roadshow  
St Matthew’s is committed to providing a stimulating environment, excellent teaching and 
learning together with a strong Christian message that enables children to flourish.  
This week Miss Barr went along to a Roadshow to get some new ideas for how to develop our 
curriculum to help our children make the best possible progress. The Senior Team look forward 
to making even more improvements to our curriculum with this in mind.  

 
Governor Phonics Visit 
Our aim is to develop the whole child, giving them the knowledge and skills to be successful 
in whatever path they choose to follow. 
This week Ann Clarridge, our Phonics governor, visited school to talk to Mr Fitzsimons about the 
progress that children are making and the things that have been put in place to help them. If you 
have any questions about how to support with phonics at home, please speak to your child’s 
teacher.  
 

Staff Development – Floor Books 
We aim to provide opportunities for children, both within the classroom and beyond, which 
will enable them to respond to the Big Questions that life often poses. 
This week the teaching staff reviewed our floor books. These are large notebooks that contain 
photos and written work by children to show all of the exciting things their class has done this 
year, including anti-bullying day and trips! Why not have a look the next time you are in class for 
a soft start or soft finish?  

3RD Class Worship  
In today’s fast-moving world, filled with obstacles and challenges, we aspire to give children a 
voice.   
It was lovely to see so many parents here for 3RD’s class worship. The children expressed their re-
flections and ideas so thoughtfully – well done 3RD! 



‘Every child has the right to an  
outstanding  education’ 

 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget, pupils can visit the ‘Secret 
Santa’ stalls with their classes next week on 
the following days; 

Monday 2nd: Years 1, 2, 4 & 6 
Tuesday 3rd: Nursery, Reception & Year 5 
Wednesday 4th: Year 3 and any child who 

has missed their slot. 
Gifts are £1 each. Please send any money in-

to school in a named purse or envelope.  

ADMISSION TO RECEPTION 
If you have a child born between 1/9/15 
and 31/8/16, Reception places for Septem-
ber 2020 must be applied for by Wednes-
day 15th January 2020. Applications are 
made online at https://
archive.hillingdon.gov.uk/primary Your ap-
plication is only complete when you receive 
a 12 digit reference number.  Please keep a 
record of this.  
 
A place in the Nursery does not guarantee 
a place in Reception, and everyone must 
apply, even if you have older siblings al-
ready attending your chosen school. Appli-
cations made after the deadline will be con-
sidered after all those made on time, and 
so may result in a place not being available 
at your preferred school.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Mrs Harris (Admissions Officer) on 01895 
462352 Weds, Thurs & Fridays, or at the 
school office on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
At this time of year, all the classes begin to plan 
their Christmas hamper. The hampers are decorat-
ed by the children and filled with goodies for local 
families who are struggling to provide extra treats 
at Christmas.   

Suitable items for the hampers, which must be new 
and non-perishable, include books, toys, sweets, 
games, puzzle books, chocolate, warm socks, gloves 
and mince pies! Your child’s class teacher will have 
more information. 

https://archive.hillingdon.gov.uk/primary
https://archive.hillingdon.gov.uk/primary


 

 

 

Home-Start Hillingdon needs volunteers to visit struggling families in Hillingdon 

Are you a parent or grandparent with 3 - 4 hours per week to spare? Are you looking for a 
new challenge? Do you know someone else who might be interested? 
 

As a parent you’ll know just how difficult it can be.  But parents supporting other par-

ents: it’s a simple idea that really works.  

Why not use your experience & skills to help families in Hillingdon? 

Volunteers visit a family in their own home every week to give support, befriending and 
practical help. As a volunteer you have such a huge impact in helping families cope when 
they are finding things really difficult. Professionals like Health Visitors and Children’s Cen-
tres refer families to us, recognising the difference we can make to issues including post-
natal depression, isolation and managing difficult personal circumstances. Full training, 
support and out of pocket expenses are provided. 
 
Our next volunteer preparation course is starting On the 23rd January 2020. 
The 10-session course takes place over ten weeks, running on a Thursday, from 9.45am to 
14.30pm, with a break over the February half term holiday. 
 

If you would like to find out more, please call 01895 252804 or  
Email: office@homestart-hillingdon.org.uk 

The Sun newspaper is running a promotion from Saturday November 23rd to Saturday 
January 18th 2020, where the school can exchange  tokens for a box of books worth £600!  
We need to collect a total of 3,500 tokens so we would ask you to please drop any tokens 
you may have into the school office. Please also ask friends and family for their tokens 
too!  
Watch this space for a weekly total once the promotion starts. 
 
 
THE BOOK PEOPLE - BIG BOOST 
The Big Book Boost is The Book People’s brand new fundraising scheme. Every time you 
place an order with The Book People over £10, the will donate £1 to us to spend on 
books!  

To make an order, please go to: 
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost and search for us using 
our postcode, UB7 7QJ. Thank you! 

mailto:office@homestart-hillingdon.org.uk
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost


 

 

 

Whole school attendance for the 
period  18th—22nd November 
2019 was 96.2% 
Unfortunately we could not 
award any punctuality awards 
for this period. 
The school day starts at 8.45am 
and arriving late can make 
your child feel sad and embar-
rassed, especially as they miss 
valuable learning time.    
Please note we do not authorise        
holiday during term time. 

RPB RTD 

94.1% 89.4% 

1EM 1KT 

95% 95.2% 

2RF 2SK 

94.8% 96% 

3RD 3AB 

97.5% 97.9% 

4DH 4AS 

96.7% 97.9% 

5MC 5JM 

99% 97% 

6ES 6MN 

99.6% 96.2% 

 
 
 
 
The classes are working as a team to encour-
age every member to be in school each day. 
Every day, between now and the end of the 
Autumn Term, if all pupils in the class are reg-
istered as present, their ‘Perfect Attendance’ 
display is updated. Once the class has been 
present for 17 days, a  non-school uniform 
day will be awarded.  
A very well done to 5MC for getting the Per-
fect Attendance award! Their non-uniform 
day will be on  Monday 2nd December! 
Which class is going to be next? 

RPB RTD 

Aaryan Sonny 

1EM 1KT 

Carmel Anaya 

2RF 2SK 

Thomas Jacob 

3RD 3AB 

Amria Maisie 

4DH 4AS 

Asmee Ola 

5MC 5JM 

Jeremiah Pritika 

6ES 6MN 

Annette Talia 

The following pupils have been 
awarded certificates by their class 

teachers for working hard this week 




